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The Cupbearer & The Baker (Genesis 40)

Main Point: God never forgets His children.

Key Verse:  I, the Lord, made you, and I will not forget you. - Isaiah 44:21b
Materials: Ten small objects (coins, toy cars, pencils, etc.) in a paper bag; a sheet of paper and a pencil for each student.
Personal Connection:

· Say: Can you think of a time when you forgot something? It should be pretty easy. I know I forget things all the time. Maybe you forgot a friend's birthday or forgot to take out the trash. Some people are good at remembering, but everybody forgets sometimes.
Hands on Application:

· Say: Let's see how good we are at remembering. I have ten items with me in this paper bag. Show the paper bag. Now, I'm going to give you all a piece of paper and a pencil, and then I'm going to put all the items out on the table. Pass out paper and put items on table. When I say, "Go," you will have thirty seconds to look at all the objects on the table and memorize what they are. Then, when the thirty seconds are up, I'll put the items back in the back and you'll write down as many as you can remember. Easy, right? Start when you are ready and complete the activity. 
· Say: Okay, pencils down. Now I'm going to take everything out of the bag and see who remembered what. Take out the items one by one and let the students see how many they got right.
· Ask: How many of you remembered all ten items? Let students raise their hands.
· Say: Wow! How many got nine right? Let students answer and continue down through zero.
Group Discussion:

· Say: So, it looks like not all of us are great at remembering things. We may even be a little like the cupbearer in the story. This man forgot all about Joseph when he had the chance to help him. Do we ever have people forget about us in our lives? Wait for response.
· Say: Sometimes people forget about us. But what about God? Does He ever forget about us? Let’s read a verse and find out. Read Deuteronomy 4:31 together. What does God say in this verse? What can we tell about God from this verse? He cares about us; He is full of mercy; He will not forget us; He always keeps His promises.
· Say: Joseph knew that God would not forget him, even when everyone had. It was really hard for Joseph to be stuck in prison for so long when he knew he hadn’t done anything to deserve it, but he knew God would never forget about him. The next time you feel alone or scared, remember that God hasn’t forgotten about you.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will always remember that God cares so much about them and that He will not forget about them.  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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